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January 11,20t1

TO: Members of the Seaate of the Senate Judiciary Committee

FROM: Joy Bruck, State President AARP lvlontana

RE: Supp*rtofSB 57

Chairman Shcckley and menbers of the Senate Judiciary Committee for the record my na$ie is Joy

Bruck, State President and volunteer advocate for AARP Montana. AARP suppo$s SB 57 because

taking advantage of seniors and people with disabilities is a serious offenee that deserves additional
penalties.

The FTC repo$s that "while telernarketing fraud victimizes consursers of all ages,levels of income,

and backgrounds, the elderly are di.sproporfionately represented among victims of telernarketing

fraird; and in some scams, 80 percent ot more of the victims are 65 or older. Fraudulent

telemarksters often deliberately target the elderly and take advantage of the fact thx many older
people have cash reserves or other assets to spend on deceptively allractle offtrs. Older Americans
seem especially susceptible to &audulent offers for prize prcmotions and iotiery clubq charitable

solicitations, and investment offers. "

AARP in rnany ways tries to educate seniors about protecting themselves f?orn scams, but when

criminals are successfi:l they should be punished. SB 57 sends the message that targetiag older
people and those wi& disabiiities is especially egregious. We urge the committee to support 3B 57.
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